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S33º54.386 E 18º32.265 will bring you really close to a once very popular special stage on the old runways at the Wingfield Naval Base, but this time around it specifies the exact location of new Western Province Rally sponsors, Wingfield Motors. 

Round 4 of the 2009 WP rally Championship set to start at their premises on the corner of Vanguard Drive and Milton Road. Once known as Adrian Pheiffer Motors? Adrian or Lee McGeorge – covered local rallying commendably in Drive Times / Cape Times and The Argus around the same period. Wingfield Motors have an association with circuit racing but entered rallying as sponsor of the Mike Nathan / Derek Jacobs Gp N4 Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 9 4x4 Turbo. Set to contest the 2009 Sasol South African Rally Championship they have to date only contested the Total Tour Natal and Toyota Dealer Rallies at national level. 

Speculation only but with little chance of taking the national Production Car title they can dominate the domestic series and earn Western Province colours whilst saving on budget and this quite possibly allowed John van Niekerk and Wingfield Motors to step in as new title sponsor in the regional championship. A win – win situation for most parties and as chairman of the organizing club, the Cape Peninsula Motorcycle and Car Club, Mike Nathan must be complimented. Complete involvement also sees Derek Jacobs producing the DVD and notes for the event.

Finishing 19th overall, 8th P WRC and 1st Pirelli Star Driver on the 54th Acropolis Rally in Greece at his first attempt certainly deserves better recognition for 26 year old former Western Province Rally Champion driver, Jon Williams. It is pitiful to note the lack of media response locally whilst he makes front page news in Germany and even the UK. Having barely stepped off his return flight, Jon attended the Entry Function and will be present in the Swartland to support local rallyists.   

Fresh from a fine third place overall on the Rally of South Africa, Jean-Pierre Damseaux will lead the fourteen car field away in the impressive class S5 / S2000 Team Total No 5 Toyota Run X 4x4. Pointing the way will be Rob Williams and the team will be looking for a strong performance having retired after only one stage on the recent Ceres Rally. As always Serge Damseaux will be in attendance to see that new developments on the Run X succeed. Expect this SWMC team not to take any prisoners on the day and given the current weather conditions the 4x4 should be quite happy.

Mike Nathan and Derek Jacobs will start second in the class S5 / Gp N4 AWI / Wingfield Motors Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 9 Turbo 4x4 and with the championship within reach they will more than likely be content to trail the Total Toyota. John Peiser and Brian Hoskins will keep their pace honest as the Speed Pro Cycling Components class S5 / Gp N4 Subaru Impreza GT 4x4 Turbo will be hunting maximum points after another unhappy start to their campaign. They would not mind adding the Senior Championship to the Junior Championship they won in 2008.

Abduraghman Amlay and Yusuf Ganief are the defending Senior champions in the very rapid class S4 / Gp N3 Amlay Motorsport Toyota Run X RSi 1.8 and rates as the quickest two wheel drive team in the region. Class S4 provides most of the action at regional level and this popular CCMCC combination will have to pedal pretty seriously as they will be challenged by the resurgent class S4 VW Golf IV TDi of Llwellyn Jones and Craig Gray. They arrived in Ceres with a completely rebuilt car, only to retire in the holding area when the electronics failed. Incredibly quiet this car is never spectacular to watch, but deceptively quick and the duo certainly fancy their chances to succeed. 

Both teams would however be well advised to keep an eye on the Teletubbies in the older, heavier, rear wheel drive, almost standard, no budget class S4  Winning Business Solutions / Forsdicks Tyger Valley BMW 325i. Thorsten “Pau” Pey and Mark “Dipsey” Palmer might be having a ball every time they start the Beemer, but rest assured they give their best on every event and have a very dedicated and capable service team as motivation to retain their overall championship points lead. Traditionally this event have never been kind to the Beemer, but then neither had Ceres and they posted one of their best ever results!

Very good to note the return of Gavin Grierson and Paul van Greunen in the class S4 Nissan Skyline 2.8 GTX. Even older and possibly heavier than the Beemer this combination lives for each tail sliding exit from each and every corner and the only result that is of any importance is reaching the final parc fermé. They are proof that one can still enjoy every second of every stage.
Charl Strydom and Sakkie Bosman return to do battle in the neat Sabre Paints class S3 / A6 VW Polo 1.6 and they will certainly be chasing a confidence building result in a car that have been progressively getting faster. Certainly a team capable of running with the best locally and more regular appearances will serve their goal well. A late entry into class S3 / A6 will be the equally immaculate Team REACT Toyota Corolla RXi 1600 of veteran, Andy Haigh-Smith. Regular navigator, Stephen White, unfortunately broke his collarbone in three places when he was unceremoniously dumped off his MX bike. Not knowing whether to send a sympathy card or thank him, Patrick Vermaak did accept the offer to fill the suicide seat.
Kesevan Naidoo will have Daniël Blaser navigating the class S3 / A6 Freightmore Toyota Conquest RSi 1600 and the CCMCC combination will undoubtedly resume battle with the similar Flying Fridge class S3 / A6 Toyota Conquest RSi 1600 of Team George. That is André George and George du Toit. Then we have Team Hugo to consider. With their confidence on a high after a strong finish in Ceres Stefanie and Willem Hugo will be hungry for more in the Wiel / Select Cars class S3 / N2 Toyota Corolla RXi 1600. Stefanie have also been contesting various gymkhana events to gain experience and this young lady is certainly growing in ability on gravel, wet or dry!

Fourth in class A5 on the recent Rally of South Africa certainly pleased 16 year old Ashley Haigh-Smith and Hilton Auffray, but with the VW Algoa Rally close they have opted to swop their regular Team REACT Toyota Yaris for the almost indestructible class S2 / N2 Mitsubishi Lancer GT 1600. Not as fast, not as light but very reliable their intention will be to score points rather than impress. Paul Emmanuel and Jody Eadie did not have the perfect debut in Ceres but the team now have a better understanding of what will be expected and the class S1 / A5 VW Golf Chico 1.4 will be hunting a morale boosting result.

With a fair amount of rain being envisaged during the week the event have been declared wet by the Clerk of the course, Graham Vincent. Chances are that it will not be raining, but it is almost impossible to judge exactly what the influence of rain will be at this stage. The event comprises 7 special stages totaling 100km. Documentation opens at 07h00 at Wingfield Motors, Scrutineering starts at 07h15 and Start of first car will be at 09h00. The first car is expected to reach the CPMCC Rollbar at Killarney at 16h15 with prizegiving at the same venue. Total distance of the event is 363km and it will hopefully be a dry, gravel surface throughout.

Rally itinerary and spectator guide to follow
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