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Estie van der Merwe and Irma du Plooy have launched themselves into a sideways lead on the 2004 SAHRA Rally Championship after two rounds!! Ladies you have reason to be PROUD of yourselves and so are we! 

SAHRA history in the making……



The mission of the SAHRA Club it to promote and encourage low cost special stage rallying in historic rally cars, by making it possible for interested people, of all communities, to enter the rally arena and to maintain a level of participation that is an asset to rallying in general.



	COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2004

	Name
	Portfolio
	Tel no
	E-Mail

	John Grover
	Chairman & General Comms
	0826948398

012 3302733 (h)
	sahra@mailbox.co.za

	Ben van der Westhuizen
	MSA etc
	0823755094

011 3962012 (h)
	benvdw@mweb.co.za

	John Saunders
	Treasurer
	0832682229

011 8922917 (w)
	info@darachem.co.za

	Schalk van Heerden
	Secretary & Admin
	0827727331

012 6543052 (h)
	schalkvh@absamail.co.za

	Johan Prins
	Technical Advisor
	0832689192
	prinsf@mweb.co.za

	Etienne Malherbe
	Newsletter
	0829255907

012 3455099 (h)
	etienne.malherbe@eskom.co.za


	2004 RALLY CALENDER 

	NATIONAL RALLIES

	05/06 March 2004
	KZN
	Hitachi Power Tools Tour Natal

	26/27 March 2004
	WC
	Toyota Dealers Cape Rally

	06/08 May 2004
	GP/MP
	Total Rally of SA

	18/19 June 2004
	MP
	Sasol Rally

	16/17 July 2004
	EC
	Algoa Rally

	13/14 August 2004
	FS
	Mountain Trial

	17/18 September 2004
	WC
	Swartland Rally

	15/16 October 2004
	N
	Great North

	NORTHERN REGIONS RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP

	21 February 2004
	RMC
	Belfast

	20 March 2004
	SAM
	Middelburg 

	17 April 2004
	PMC
	Pretoria / Bronkhorstspruit

	29 May 2004
	R/SPORT
	Tzaneen

	10 July 2004
	SCC/ER
	TBA

	7 August 2004
	HMC
	Witbank

	4 September 2004
	TMCC
	Bapsfontein

	2 October 2004
	SCC/PTA
	Ellisras

	30 October 2004
	SAHRA
	TBA


	SAHRA CLUB MEMBERS (NOGGIN) MEETINGS: 

SWISS CLUB – VORNA VALLEY

	15 April 2004

	10 June 2004

	12 August 2004

	21 October 2004






Some SAHRA teams who did not compete in Belfast:

· 2003 SAHRA Champions, Schalk van Heerdens (Junior and Senior) in the Championship winning Class Z Datsun 140Y

· Willem Jansen van Rensburg and Flip Hattingh in the Class W Skyline

· Bert Greeff and Karl du Plessis in the Class W Chev Firenza V8  

· Willie Nel and Andries van Jaarsveld in the Class W Datsun 140Y 

· Lukas van der Merwe in Callie’s Class W Nissan Exa

· Danie Duursema in the Class X Datsun 160U

· Collin and Bianca Cooper in the Class X Truimph TR7

· Flippie Venter in the Class Z Mini

· Jose Vasques in the Class X Datsun Silvia

· Fred van Zyl in the Class X Alfa

· Peter Carrihill in the Class X Alfetta

· George James in the Class Y Ford Escort Mk1

· And what happened to:

·  Koos Roos in the fine 16 Valve Class W Datsun Silvia

· Giovanni Piazzo-Musso in the Class W Ford Escort Mk 2 BDA

· Ben van der Westhuizen in the Class Y Ford Escort Mk 1

· Nuno da Cunha in the Class W Nissan Skyline
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	POS
	CAR
	CLASS
	DRIVER
	NAVIGATOR
	MANUFACTURER
	MODEL
	CLUB
	PENALTIES
	LATENESS

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	STAGE
	OTHER
	

	1
	235
	X
	John SAUNDERS
	Cherry SAUNDERS
	TOYOTA
	COROLLA
	SCC ER
	1:00:08
	1:00:08
	 
	 

	2
	245
	X
	Etienne MALHERBE
	Hennie BOTES
	DATSUN
	160U
	SAHRA
	1:05:10
	1:05:10
	 
	 

	3
	246
	Y
	Johan PRINS
	Felicity PRINS
	DATSUN
	160U
	SCC ER
	1:05:24
	1:05:24
	 
	 

	4
	294
	X
	Llewellyn EDWARDS
	Andy ADENDORFF
	TOYOTA
	COROLLA
	RMC
	1:05:36
	1:05:36
	 
	 

	5
	214
	Y
	Pierre DE CLERCQ
	Vanny GELDENHUYS
	TOYOTA
	COROLLA
	SAHRA
	1:05:50
	1:05:50
	 
	 

	6
	236
	W
	Esti VD MERWE
	Irma DU PLOOY
	DATSUN
	GX
	PMC
	1:09:39
	1:09:24
	0:00:15
	:03 

	7
	237
	Y
	JH GROENEWALD
	W MULLER
	TOYOTA
	COROLLA
	SCC PTA
	1:14:00
	1:08:40
	5:20:00
	:04

	8
	262
	X
	Keith DELPORT
	Louis YAFFE
	ALFA ROMEO
	GUILIA
	PMC
	1:14:02
	1:14:02
	 
	 

	9
	224
	W
	John OGDEN
	Steven OGDEN
	NISSAN
	SKYLINE
	PMC
	1:17:47
	1:16:47
	1:00:00
	:12

	10
	230
	Y
	Ian BARNARD
	Barend BASSERT
	DATSUN
	P510
	PMC
	1:31:52
	1:30:37
	1:15:00
	:15

	DNF
	220
	X
	Jan JACOBS
	Suzette JACOBS
	ALFA ROMEO
	GTV
	SCC PTA
	DNF
	DNF
	 
	 

	DNF
	233
	Y
	Nic THEUNISSEN
	Francois FOURIE
	DATSUN
	SSS
	SAHRA
	DNF
	DNF
	 
	 

	DNF
	272
	Y
	Paul DE CASTRO
	Jose FERREIRA
	FORD
	ESCORT
	PMC
	DNF
	DNF
	 
	 

	DNF
	274
	Y
	Guillaume JORDAAN
	Christoff SNYDERS
	FORD
	ESCORT
	SCC ER
	DNF
	DNF
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	FINAL SAHRA CLASS RESULTS
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	POS
	CAR
	CLASS
	DRIVER
	NAVIGATOR
	MANUFACTURER
	MODEL
	CLUB
	PENALTIES
	LATENESS

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	STAGE
	OTHER
	

	1
	236
	W
	Esti VD MERWE
	Irma DU PLOOY
	DATSUN
	GX
	PMC
	1:09:39
	1:09:24
	0:00:15
	:03 

	2
	224
	W
	John OGDEN
	Steven OGDEN
	NISSAN
	SKYLINE
	PMC
	1:17:47
	1:16:47
	1:00:00
	:12

	1
	235
	X
	John SAUNDERS
	Cherry SAUNDERS
	TOYOTA
	COROLLA
	SCC ER
	1:00:08
	1:00:08
	 
	 

	2
	245
	X
	Etienne MALHERBE
	Hennie BOTES
	DATSUN
	160U
	SAHRA
	1:05:10
	1:05:10
	 
	 

	3
	294
	X
	Llewellyn EDWARDS
	Andy ADENDORFF
	TOYOTA
	COROLLA
	RMC
	1:05:36
	1:05:36
	 
	 

	4
	262
	X
	Keith DELPORT
	Louis YAFFE
	ALFA ROMEO
	GUILIA
	PMC
	1:14:02
	1:14:02
	 
	 

	1
	246
	Y
	Johan PRINS
	Felicity PRINS
	DATSUN
	160U
	SCC ER
	1:05:24
	1:05:24
	 
	 

	2
	214
	Y
	Pierre DE CLERCQ
	Vanny GELDENHUYS
	TOYOTA
	COROLLA
	SAHRA
	1:05:50
	1:05:50
	 
	 

	3
	237
	Y
	JH GROENEWALD
	W MULLER
	TOYOTA
	COROLLA
	SCC PTA
	1:14:00
	1:08:40
	5:20:00
	:04

	4
	230
	Y
	Ian BARNARD
	Barend BASSERT
	DATSUN
	P510
	PMC
	1:31:52
	1:30:37
	1:15:00
	:15





	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	2004 Middelburg Nissan Rally 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Regional Stage Rally
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 21 March 2004
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	FINAL SAHRA OVERALL RESULTS
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	POS
	CAR
	CLASS
	DRIVER
	NAVIGATOR
	MANUFACTURER
	MODEL
	CLUB
	PENALTIES
	LATENESS

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	STAGE
	OTHER
	

	1
	215
	W
	W JV RENSBURG
	Flip HATTINGH
	NISSAN
	SKYLINE
	 
	1:12:50
	1:12:50
	 
	 

	2
	236
	W
	Esti VD MERWE
	Irma DU PLOOY
	DATSUN
	GX
	PMC
	1:14:13
	1:14:13
	 
	 

	3
	214
	Y
	Pierre DE CLERCQ
	Vanny GELDENHUYS
	TOYOTA
	COROLLA
	SAHRA
	1:15:39
	1:15:39
	 
	 

	4
	250
	Z
	Schalk VAN HEERDEN
	Kobus JANSEN
	DATSUN
	140Y
	PMC
	1:16:51
	1:16:36
	0:15
	3

	5
	233
	Y
	Nic THEUNISSEN
	Karl DU PLESSIS
	DATSUN
	SSS
	SAHRA
	1:21:04
	1:21:04
	 
	 

	6
	224
	W
	John OGDEN
	Steven OGDEN
	NISSAN
	SKYLINE
	PMC
	1:22:10
	1:22:10
	 
	 

	7
	230
	Y
	Ian BARNARD
	Barend BASSERT
	DATSUN
	P510
	PMC
	1:22:38
	1:22:38
	 
	 

	8
	237
	Y
	Cobus GROENEWALD
	Werner MULLER
	TOYOTA
	COROLLA
	SCC PTA
	1:24:19
	1:22:54
	1:25
	17

	9
	262
	X
	Keith DELPORT
	Louis YAFFE
	ALFA ROMEO
	GUILIA
	PMC
	1:26:12
	1:26:12
	 
	 

	10
	232
	Z
	Flippie VENTER
	Des DE FORTIER
	MINI
	 
	 
	1:27:11
	1:27:11
	 
	 

	11
	290
	W
	Philip VISSER
	Marius DE MEYER
	DATSUN
	140Y
	 
	1:34:15
	1:31:15
	3:00
	 

	DNF
	201
	W
	Callie VD MERWE
	Gideon TROLLIP
	NISSAN
	EXA
	 
	DNF
	DNF
	 
	 

	DNF
	220
	X
	Jan JACOBS
	Suzette JACOBS
	ALFA ROMEO
	GTV
	SCC PTA
	DNF
	DNF
	 
	 

	DNF
	244
	W
	W NEL
	AP VAN JAARSVELD
	DATSUN
	140Y
	 
	DNF
	DNF
	 
	 

	DNF
	245
	X
	Etienne MALHERBE
	Hennie BOTES
	DATSUN
	160U
	SAHRA
	DNF
	DNF
	 
	 

	DNF
	248
	X
	Danie DUURSEMA
	Sarel NAUDE
	DATSUN
	160U
	 
	DNF
	DNF
	 
	 

	DNF
	283
	X
	Bianca COOPER
	Colin COOPER
	TRIUMPH
	TR7
	 
	DNF
	DNF
	 
	 

	DNF
	212
	Y
	Aldo VILJOEN
	Neels CARELSEN
	FORD
	ANGLIA
	 LMC
	DNF
	DNF
	 
	 

	DNF
	242
	W
	Herman STEYN
	Johan STEYN
	DATSUN
	P510
	 SAHRA
	DNF
	DNF
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	FINAL SAHRA CLASS RESULTS
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	POS
	CAR
	CLASS
	DRIVER
	NAVIGATOR
	MANUFACTURER
	MODEL
	CLUB
	PENALTIES
	LATENESS

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	TOTAL
	STAGE
	OTHER
	

	1
	215
	W
	W JV RENSBURG
	Flip HATTINGH
	NISSAN
	SKYLINE
	 
	1:12:50
	1:12:50
	 
	 

	2
	236
	W
	Esti VD MERWE
	Irma DU PLOOY
	DATSUN
	GX
	PMC
	1:14:13
	1:14:13
	 
	 

	3
	224
	W
	John OGDEN
	Steven OGDEN
	NISSAN
	SKYLINE
	PMC
	1:22:10
	1:22:10
	 
	 

	4
	290
	W
	Philip VISSER
	Marius DE MEYER
	DATSUN
	 
	 
	1:34:15
	1:31:15
	3:00
	 

	1
	262
	X
	Keith DELPORT
	Louis YAFFE
	ALFA ROMEO
	GUILIA
	PMC
	1:26:12
	1:26:12
	 
	 

	1
	214
	Y
	Pierre DE CLERCQ
	Vanny GELDENHUYS
	TOYOTA
	COROLLA
	SAHRA
	1:15:39
	1:15:39
	 
	 

	2
	233
	Y
	Nic THEUNISSEN
	Karl DU PLESSIS
	DATSUN
	SSS
	SAHRA
	1:21:04
	1:21:04
	 
	 

	3
	230
	Y
	Ian BARNARD
	Barend BASSERT
	DATSUN
	P510
	PMC
	1:22:38
	1:22:38
	 
	 

	4
	237
	Y
	Cobus GROENEWALD
	Werner MULLER
	TOYOTA
	COROLLA
	SCC PTA
	1:24:19
	1:22:54
	1:25
	17

	1
	250
	Z
	Schalk VAN HEERDEN
	Kobus JANSEN
	DATSUN
	140Y
	PMC
	1:16:51
	1:16:36
	0:15
	3

	1
	232
	Z
	Flippie VENTER
	Des DE FORTIER
	MINI
	 
	 
	1:27:11
	1:27:11
	 
	 



  Estie and Irma: Our SAHRA Championship leaders after two rounds!!!!!

   For the first time in SAHRA history, a lady team is leading the overall Championship. And that is not all! They are also leading Class W in the smallest car competing in that class. Estie is really showing great potential as a driver and has proved that she can think ahead and apply good judgment in tricky conditions and difficult situations. Irma has also learned quickly how to read the “book” and from the expressions on her face, she is enjoying every moment of it! Together they are kicking up sand and making it difficult for most of “the manne” to equal their current form and performance. Girls, keep going - you are doing yourselves and the sport justice!!

	THE 2004 SAHRA DRIVERS CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS AFTER THE MIDDELBURG NISSAN RALLY

	
	Belfast
	Middelburg 
	

	Pos
	Driver
	Class
	Overall
	Class
	Overall
	Class
	Total

	1
	Estie van der Merwe
	W
	15
	9
	21
	6
	51

	2
	Pierre de Clercg
	Y
	16
	6
	19
	9
	50

	3
	John Ogden
	W
	12
	6
	15
	4
	37

	4
	Keith Delport
	X
	12
	6
	12
	9
	37

	5
	John Saunders
	X
	25
	9
	0
	0
	34

	6
	Kobus Groenewald
	Y
	14
	4
	13
	3
	34

	7
	Willem J van Rensburg
	W
	0
	0
	25
	9
	34

	8
	Ian Barnard
	Y
	11
	3
	14
	4
	32

	9
	Johan Prins
	Y
	19
	9
	0
	0
	28

	10
	Etienne Malherbe
	X
	21
	6
	0
	0
	27

	11
	Schalk van Heerden (Jr)
	Z
	0
	0
	17
	9
	26

	12
	Nick Theunissen
	Y
	0
	0
	16
	6
	22

	13
	Llewellyn Edwards
	X
	17
	4
	0
	0
	21

	14
	Flippie Venter
	Z
	0
	0
	11
	6
	17

	15
	Phillip Visser
	W
	0
	0
	10
	3
	13


	THE 2004 SAHRA NAVIGATORS CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS AFTER THE MIDDELBURG NISSAN RALLY

	
	Belfast
	Middelburg 
	

	Pos
	Navigator
	Class
	Overall
	Class
	Overall
	Class
	Total

	1
	Irma du Plooy
	W
	15
	9
	21
	6
	51

	2
	Vanny Geldenhuys
	Y
	16
	6
	19
	9
	50

	3
	Steven Ogden
	W
	12
	6
	16
	4
	38

	4
	Louis Yaffe
	X
	13
	3
	13
	9
	38

	5
	Werner Muller
	X
	14
	4
	14
	3
	38

	6
	Cherry Saunders
	X
	25
	9
	0
	0
	34

	7
	Flip Hattingh
	W
	0
	0
	25
	9
	34

	8
	Barend Bassert
	Y
	11
	3
	15
	4
	33

	9
	Felicity Prins
	Y
	19
	9
	0
	0
	28

	10 
	Hennie Botes
	X
	21
	6
	0
	0
	27

	11
	Karl du Plessis
	Y
	0
	0
	17
	6
	23

	12
	Andy Adendorf
	X
	17
	4
	0
	0
	21

	13
	Des de Fortier
	Z
	0
	0
	12
	9
	21

	14
	Marius de Meyer
	W
	0
	0
	11
	3
	14




We (Etienne Malherbe and Hennie Botes) were competing in the Middelburg Nissan Rally with our red Class S3 EOS FIN Datsun 160U SSS. We experienced severe and frustrating hand brake problems in stage 2. In an effort to try and free the handbrake, we were a bit fast for a 90 left and went slightly wide. The car “beached” itself nicely on top of the sand bank on the outside of the corner. We tried to push but our efforts proved worthless. Marius van Biljon and Martin von Wielligh in a Class S3 Toyota Conquest (Car no 240) was the next car to arrive on the scene. As they approached the corner, we slowed them down to avoid a possible collusion. When Marius passed me he shouted if they could help. I was so surprised and instantly replied, “Yes please!”. Big was my surprise when I saw doors flying open and they rushed to help us push. We were back on the road in a jiffy and could try and make up lost time. About 3 kilometers further the red car’s energy was gone and they found us stationary once more. We showed them past as this time, human power would not help. 

As we walked out of the stage, I carefully thought about this and discussed it with Hennie. It was stage 2 and they were probably settling in for a dice or two with fellow Class S3 competitors. They lost at least a minute in their efforts to help us and they could not really make it up again as Class S3 is probably the most competitive in any of the events. I then had to think and be honest if I would have done the same. Well I have to say that I don’t think I would have stopped to help. I would probably have argued that the guy made a mistake, he has the potential of beating me and by driving past, I can gain a position. Instead, they ignored their own situation but focussed on our predicament.

I would just like to say, we have experienced sportsmanship I never thought was present in our sport. Maybe winning became so important that we forget that it is a sport where we can help each other in times of need without asking how the hell did you manage to get yourself in such a stupid situation……..

Marius and Martin, thank you so much, you are examples of true character and sportsmanship!

Etienne and Hennie




A review on the 2003 SAHRA Rally as seen by John Grover

If you have never been involved in organising a rally, you don’t have an idea of what it takes to get EVERYTHING aligned for the big day. To all the members who diligently helped me with the different tasks, thank you very much. For Amanda Pretorius who motivated me and kept me going prior to the event as well as during the cause of the day, a BIG thank you! Thanks to Sue Ogden for her administrative expertise pertaining to the event. Thanks to Johan Prins for putting the final touches to the road book. Without John Ogden, Willem Jansen van Rensburg and Flip Hattingh the wheels wouldn’t have turned as they obtained most of the sponsors – a big thank you to you all for your efforts and love for the sport.

SPONSOR LIST

· HOFFELDT GROUP - Thanks for your contribution and support. For the purchase of your FORD, MAZDA, NISSAN, VW and DELTA – visit Robert Hoffeldt and his professional team or contact them on 013 9326400.

· ONE STOP PRINT – Thanks for all the printing work. Contact Lene Cooper for all your printing needs at 135 Van Riebeeck Road Edenvale. Tel. 011 4523373.

· GLASSFIT – For all your glass requirements, contact Schalk Burger (Jr) on 013 9325780

· SOUTHERN SERVICES – Thanks for your contribution. Contact Frans Marais for your hydraulic requirements on 013 9322819.

· GLOBAL TYRES – Thanks Piet, for your contribution. Call 013 9324168 for your tyre needs.

· SLURRY RECLAIMERS –Rob du Preez (0823365056), thanks for your contribution.

· TRIPLE S PANELBEATERS – Thanks for your contribution. For all your panel beating requirements, contact Schalk Burger (Sr) on 013 9320168.

· KANGWENI DRIVING SCHOOL – Thanks for your contribution, call 0828113019.

· EXECUTIVE SCREEN PRINTERS – Peter Carrihill, thanks for the printing of the stickers. For all sticker requirements, call 0832302197.

· EME HYDRAULICS – 013 9321819, Flip Hattingh, thanks for grading and fixing the roads and for organising the prize giving venue.

· INDUSTRIA ELECTRICAL AND PLUMBING SUPPLIES – For all electrical and plumbing requirements call 013 9322591. 

· GODRICH TOYOTA – For your new Toyota, contact 013 9320164. Thanks for supplying the PA van and for JB de Beer doing the announcements at spectator points. A job very well done!

· VARIA GLASS – For your glass requirements, contact 013 9322948. Thanks for your contribution.

· BRONK SPARES – For parts and accessories, contact 013 9321532. Thank you for supporting our rally.

· FOR ALL OTHER SPONSORS NOT MENTIONED – Thank you very much for your contributions and support.

TO ALL THE SPONSORS - if it were not for your contributions and support, we would not have been able to host a highly successful rally that was enjoyed by all who attended as spectators or competed as drivers and navigators. We salute you! 

John Grover

[image: image2.png]A da(ermmad drive by Freddy Franz in an Alfetld broughl a 14th overall
placing. Here Franz masters some understeer on “the Willows’

special stage.

— the last

Ex-works but still going strong\y, the Renault 12 of P. Venter and T.
Mocreroft corners hard in

the third Special Stage — Fountains.

TACTICS TAKE

FINISHING A Total takes a good product,
a determined crew, @ dosage of luck and a
Iot of perseverance. Winning the event
takes all of these and many others. This
year, in the 17th Total Rally, the winners
proved they had the right mix to do the
job — but by the narrowest of margins of
only 25 seconds over the second car.
Above all, they proved that the Total in
its present format nesds a shrewd tactical
approach if you're to have any chance of
entering the winner’s circle at the end.

Certainly that's the way | read the
victory of Ove (pronounced “O-vay")
Andersson and Arne Hertz in their im-
maculately prepared two-litre Toyota Cel-
ica. For that matter, | think almost equal
honours must go to Chris Sclater and
Frans Boshoff, who were only 25 penalty
seconds behind in their Datsun 160U SSS
and had equally driven a shrewd, well
thought-out event. This was a radically
different Total from thosa of previous
years, being patterned almost entirely on
the RAC Rally of Great Britain, and it
consisted of 30 special stages covering a
total stage distance of only 370-odd
kilometres. The tactical point which |
found so significant was the way in
which both these cars faved their major
effort for the latter stages of the event.

By the finish, they had workead their
way quite well ahead of the rest of the
field (if less than 19 minutes can be so
regarded) and sitting in third place was the

present  South African Championship
leader, Lambert Fekken with navigator
Johan Borman in the “works” BDA

Escort. Talking tactics again, one must
notice that Lambert did not win a single
special stage — and yet ended the event in

a fine third place, the first all-South
African crew to finish.

By rallying standards, Lambert’s Escort
is getting rather long in the tooth and the
young Pretaria ace knew full well that
going for the glory of winning special
stages was not going to he the way to
finith this event. Throughout, Lambert
was acutely conscious of having to con-
serve his car and did an admirable job of
“"keeping on keeping on”, finishing most
stages well among the first 10 cars and
thus building a very good averzye for the
full event.

Fourth place went to a standard car
the Peugeot 504 Ti of Hannu Mikkola and
John Davenport. An excellent perfor
mance indeed; and yet another crew who

OVERALL
RESULTS

Fngine capac

1 — Andersson/Hertz (Toyota Celica 2127) 5 hr
57 min 08 sec; 2 — Sclater/3osheft (Datsun
160U 5SS 1889) 5 hr 5/ min 33 sec; 5 —
fek<en/Borman (Fscort RS 1897) & hr 16 min
06 sec; 4 — Mikkala/Davenoart (Pougeat 504 Ti
1971) 6 hr 25 min 44 scc; 5 — Liebenberg/
Krick (Dodge Colt 1697) € hr 28 min 00 sec;
6 — Lampinen/Liddon {Mzzda RX2 2292) 6 hr
28 min 32 sec, 7 — Cowan/Phil'ips (Dodge Colt
1597) 8 hr 28 mn 40 ssc; 8 — Waldegard/
Thorszelius (Toyota Corona GSL 2013) 8 hr
29 min 48 sec; 9 — Hetrema/Gericke (Chevrolet
Firenzs 4998) 6 hr 37 mn 26 sec; 10 —
Damseaux/Peltz (Alta Berlina 1965] 6 hr 38 min
22 sec; 11 — R. Fekken/Hooper (Alfetta 1779)
6 k- 38 min 26 sec; 12 — H. Darms/R. Dahms
(Toyota GSL 2013) 6 hr 45 mn 42 soc;
13 — Kleint/Pitz (Datsun 160U SSS 1595] 6 hr
52 min 26 sec; 14 — Frans/Prytz (Alfetta 1779)
6 hr 53 min 09 sec; 15 — Coetzee/D ener
(Datsun 160U SS§ 1595) 7 nr 00 min 45 s
16 — Venter/Steqrkamp (Peugeat 504 Ti 1971,
7 hr 01 min 57 sec; 17 — Miller/Leeke (Peugeot

as given in cm3

did not shape as winners of any special
stages.

The event was marred by only two
incidents worth recording — Those Speed
Traps and one head-on collision between
two competing cars — the kind that
features in the nightmares of competitars
and organisers alike

In view of the spirit of positive co-
operation between the organisers and the
authorities, and in particular, the regard
given to the country’s fuel restrictions, it
was a great pity that speed-trapping again
reared its rather ugly head. But when
the event finished in Pretorie, eight com-
petitors were told that they had been
excluded for having been caught in a civil
trap stage near Middelburg on the first

€04 Ti 1971) 7 ar 03 min 54 sec; 18 —
Holaschke/Arnot (Escort 1600} 7 nr 03 min
55 sec; 19 — A./B. v.d. Westuizen |

1595) 7 hr 05
M. Steyn (Cortina Big € 2998) 7 hr 06 mir 59
sec; 21 — Snycxers/Bieifeld (Cocge Colt 1597]
7 Pr 11 min 05 sec: 22 D./J. Macdonald
(Datsun 1800 §S§ 1770) 7 h- 16 min 43 sec;
23 — Cunfait/Foss (Triumph 2,6 Pl 2498) 7 hr
20 min 01 sec; 22 — Thampson/Vermaak (Opel
Manta 1880) 7 hr 22 min 04 sec; 25 —
Jewask imwitz/Peters (Toyota GSL 1996) / hr
26 min 11 sec; 26 — Brudnak/Paulik (Datsun
2000 SSS 1982) 7 hr 38 min 23 sec; 27
Veendaal/Kemp (Escort 1998) 7 hr 49 min 33
sec; 28 — Schurmann/Hougnton (Dodge Colt
1897) 7 hr 50 min 33 sec; 29 — Msyer/v.d.
Heever {Datsun 1800 SSS 1795) 7 hr 58 mir
44 sec; 30 — ?ienaar/Geyer (Alfa Romeo 1570)
7 hr 58 min 46 31 — M./L. Turnbull
(Datsun 1500 S55 1595) 8 hr 07 mn 12 sec
32 — Ogilvie/Smith (Datsur 1770) 8 hr 15 min
05 sec: 33 — Venter/Mooreroft (Garein: TL 12)
1598) 8 hr 19 min Q9 sec; 34 — Partingdon/
Higson-Smith {Pcugeat 304 1288) & hr 24 min
00 sac; 35 — Tillman/Cramer (Zscort 1600 GT
1598) 8 hr 35 min 07 sec: 36 — Kruger/van
2yl {Datsun 1600 1595) 8 hr 35 min 46 sec:
and 37 — Theunipsen/Hevenga (Fiat 124 ST
1608] 8 hr 46 min 06 sec

min 56 sec; 2
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Ove Andersson and Arne Hertz in their Toyota Celica drove a shrewdly-judged rally to win by

25 seconds.

night. The regs are clear on the point:
breaking any traffic law means exclusion;
but some of the “offenders”” were quick
to point out that they had not yet been
found guilty of any infringement — they
had merely been accused — and after a
great deal of discussion, the organisers
wisely lifted the penalties — a decision
which was generally accepted by the
finishers.

The collision took place after one of
the cars had wrong-siotted approaching
a special stage. A direction arrow in the
Pigg’s Peak Forest had been knocked
down by a preceding car, and it so
happened that the next instruction in
the book brought the car back on route —
but dashing in the wrong direction! On
the first corner, they met the car “behind”
them.

Involved were Hardy and Hawkins in a
Datsun and Ferreira and Swanepoel in a

Mazda. They were all shaken, cut and
bruised but only Hardy had to stay in
hospital till the Sunday when he was
flown back to Johannesburg. It could
have been far worse.

Chris Sclater won a phenomenal eight
out of the 29 stages which were actually
run (SS 6 had had to be cancelled because
of a mammoth forest fire); and Ove was
next with five stage wins — the two of
them tied for one.

So the first two cars accounted for just
under half of the special stages (14 out of
29). Next highest "SS” winner was that
fantastic little Swede Per-Inge Walfrids-
son in a Volvo 142 (although he went
out when the car succumbed to over-
heating after the Swaziland parc ferme.

Per-Inge Walfridsson with South African navi-
gator Kassie Kasselman dominated the early
part of the 17th Total Rally in their 142 Volvo,
only to go out with overheating.

Dramatic and forceful were Piazzo-Musso and
Ridden in the second South African “works”
Escort — but they withdrew with a biown head
gasket,

This was equalled by Roelof Fekken and
Mike Hooper in an Alfetta.

No one else managed to take more
than one special stage and, for the record,
the other stage winners were: Venter/
Moorcroft (Gordini 12 TL) — incredibly,
their little Renault trounced everything
on that tank-course, SS No. 1!; Jan
Hettema/Gerry Gericke (Chev. Firenza
V8); Jannie and Christo Kuun (Toyota
Corolla); Harry Kallstrom and Billstam
(Datsun 160U SSS with a special 16-valve

MOldiCiay.

Dust (like here) was the downfall of British aces
Roger Clark and Tony Mason in the Boreham
Escort. Dust jammed their clutch solid.

engine sent from Japan); Geoff Mortimer

and Alan Fletcher in the beautifully
developed Rover 3,5 litre-engined Marina
which unfortunately lost oil pressure
during the first night while being handily
placed; Piazzo-Musso and Ralph Ridden
in the second local “works” Escort —
which would probably have finished in
the first six had it not blown a head
gasket on the second last stage; Bjorn Wal-
degard and Thorszelius in their Toyota
Corona GSL; Damseaux/Peltz in a two-
litre Alfa Romeo; and lan Miller and
Richard Leeke in their standard Peugeot
504 Ti.

Let’s take a brief look at some non-
finishers. Per-Inge Walfridsson (a bearded,
short, and elfin man who can hardly, it
seems, see over the dashboard of his big
Volvo) was doing very well at the half-way
mark but then struck an overheating
problem which couldn’t be cured at the
restart in Mbabane. He had shared the lead
with Jan Hettema after the first three
stages and was either in the lead or
nearly so throughout the first half of the
event — his first Total.

Roger Clark and Tony Mason in the
imported Boreham rally Escort, never
really managed to get into their proper
stride. Having watched the incredible
“Clarkie-boy” in action in Britain, this
was something of a disappointment to me
personally; but in retrospect, poor Clark
really had no chance at all. Almost from
the start, dust had begun seeping into the
clutch and seriously affected his per-
formance even on the first three specials.
Attempts to blast the clutch clean using
fire-extinguisher units failed and he fin-
ally gave up.

Mason, too, was never able to come to
grips with the conditions and the pair
wrong-slotted with tragic regularity. Mason
was obviously upset about this and then,
to crown it all, the car ran over his foot
while giving it a push start, jammed in
first gear after a wrong-slot — and broke
some bones!




FOR SALE / TO SWOP / LOOKING FOR

FOR SALE:

TOYOTA COROLLA RWD RALLY CAR.

Contact Japie Roos on 012 331 3401 for more details.

FOR SALE:

TOYOTA COROLLA RWD RALLY CAR.

Contact Llewellyn 0835239691

LOOKING FOR:

DATSUN FRONT STRUTS AND SHOCKS.

Contact Etienne Malherbe on 0829255907

General
The plan is to publish a newsletter every second month, so the next issue will be May / June and will be published towards the end of June.
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If you are looking for spares and rally related items, we can publish your requirements in future newsletters.
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If you have any interesting news or articles or photo’s that are SAHRA related, please send it to me via E-mail etienne.malherbe@eskom.co.za or contact me on 0829255907.
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Also, let me know of funny things that happen to you or any of our rally friends. It is always good to contribute to the lighter side of all our serious efforts and we would like to share those moments with you and other members.

[image: image7.png]



IMPORTANT: Please, it is a costly exercise to have newsletters printed and mailed to every member of the SAHRA club. Please send me an E-mail to confirm your E-mail address in order for me to notify you of future publications.
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And if you know of SAHRA rally cars or bodies lying around, please let Ben or myself know about them. We would like to build a database of all the cars available.

Until next time, I hope you enjoy our first edition of the new SAHRA NEWSLETTER.






Regards

Etienne

SAHRA MISSION STATEMENT





A word from the chair





As the 2004 chairman of the SAHRA club I would like to wish you all a very successful and enjoyable year of rallying. 





A special thank-you and welcome to the other committee members:


Our vice chairman – Ben van der Westhuizen


Our secretary – Schalk van Heerden (Sr)


Our treasurer – John Saunders


Our technical advisor – Johan Prins


Etienne Malherbe for taking care of our newsletters





To be associated with the SAHRA club, automatically links one to an enjoyable rallying affair with “older” cars. After all, SAHRA was formed to ensure that this rally format lives on.





Rallying in general


Interestingly enough, even in the modern era of front wheel and all wheel drive, anti skid control, tiptronic transmissions, fancy fuel injections etc on modern cars, it is still the “older” rally cars with side draught carbs and old technology, that give spectators that little bit extra and special memories. Speaking to some keen regional spectators, they maintain they enjoy watching Rocky or Jose in their Subaru’s together with the string of Golf’s and Toyota’s but boy oh boy, they loooove the spectacular rallying of the “old” historic rally cars. Guys like Callie Van der Merwe in the Nissan Exa, John Saunders and Pierre de Clercq in Toyota Corollas, Johan Prins in the Datsun 160 U, Willem Janse Van Rensburg and John Ogden in the Skylines and Flippie Venter in a Mini Clubman are all favorites. They ensure that rallying in general is kept popular and healthy. Don’t get me wrong - I think that every format of the current rally formula has its rightful place. The public do want to see the Subaru’s as well as the modern front wheel drive cars in action because they associate them with their own road cars. Many an argument has started based on what they see. For instance: “but Jan Delport’s Golf was much quicker than Jaco Baker’s Toyota through that 90 left”. Point is - spectators enjoy all forms of rallying and that is why we also see more spectators even at regional level.


The 


The season so far


Congratulations to John and Cherry Saunders in the mighty Toyota Corolla for winning the SAHRA category of the Belfast Regional Rally. Second place went to Etienne Malherbe and Hennie Botes and third to Johan and Falicity Prins, both in Datsun 160Us. 





Congratulations to Willem Jansen van Rensburg and Flip Hattingh in their Skyline for winning the SAHRA category of the Middleburg Nissan Rally. Special congratulations to the lady team, Estie van der Merwe and Irma du Plooy for finishing second overall. We are very proud of you, keep it up! Pierre de Clercq and Vanny Geldenhuys in their white Toyota Corolla took the last podium position.





We’ve had our first SAHRA rally sprint for the year, and it was a huge success. The second round was unfortunately cancelled due to the heavy rains but will still take place at a later stage. Our sprints are now going to be combined with other clubs events as this will help both SAHRA and the other clubs financially. The points obtained in these events will count towards your points for the SAHRA challenges. For further information pertaining to this, feel free to contact me.





A good start to the Belfast Rally - 21 February 2004: (14 Starters and 10 Finishers)





Statistics


2 Class W Entries – 2 Finishers


5 Class X Entries – 4 Finishers


7 Class Y Entries – 4 Finishers


No Class Z entries





John and Cherry Saunders and “that” Toyota Corolla


This is formidable combination - car, driver and navigator. They won the event overall last year and again kicked dust and dirt in the eyes of fellow two wheel drive competitors this year. They also took 1st overall in SAHRA and 1st in class X by more than 5 minutes. 


Cobus Groenewald and Werner Muller


They took the ex-Sean Hewitt Class Y Toyota Corlolla to 7th overall in SAHRA and 3rd in class Y on their first rally outing. The Belfast Rally was a tricky and difficult rally and they did well to finish. Sideways congratulations!!!


Estie van der Merwe and Irma du Plooy 


They took 6th overall in SAHRA and 1st in class W. They were all smiles at the prize giving and rightly so. A job well done! 


Ian Barnard and Barend Bassert 


They made a welcome return to the scene and were rewarded with 10th overall in SAHRA and 4th in class Y.











Not such a good Belfast Start:


Guillaume Jordaan and Christoff Snyders in the Class X Ford Escort Mk2 out with serious over heating problems after an all-night effort. 


Jan and Suzette Jacobs in the Class X Alfa GTV.


Paul and Christal de Castro in the Class Y Escort, looked like tree damage….


Nick Theunissen and Francois Fourie in the Class Y Datsun P510.

















Middelburg Nissan Rally 20 March 2004: (18 Starters and 11 Finishers)





Statistics


6 Class W Entries – 4 Finishers


5 Class X Entries – 1 Finisher


5 Class Y Entries – 4 Finishers


2 Class Z Entries – 2 Finishers





Some good performances:


Willem Jansen van Rensburg and Flip Hattingh


Popular win. 1st in SAHRA by just over a minute and also victory in Class W. Nice to see the Skyline sweeping the corners again….


Estie van der Merwe and Irma du Plooy


They finished 2nd in SAHRA and in Class W. They were 2nd fastest on the last 4 stages of the SAHRA teams that did finish. Less than 20 seconds off the winning pace!! This is a remarkable achievement and surely one of the current success stories in regional rallying. Ladies, well done, you deserve every bit of it! We are really proud of you. SEE THE SAHRA LEADER BOARD…….


Pierre de Clercq and Vanny Geldenhuys


Pierre’s sideways driving style is a crowd favorite. A well deserved 3rd overall in SAHRA and 1st in Class Y after a mature drive. 


Keith Delport and Louis Yaffe


An excellent time in stage 1 (21 seconds faster than the winning team!) predicted a good result for the Alfa! An overall 9th position and 1st in Class X was a well deserved result.


Schalk van Heerden (Jr) and Kobus Jansen


Schalk is showing great maturity and continued where he left off last year. Untouchable in the little Datsun and made sure of 4th overall and 1st in Class Z.


Phillip Visser and Marius de Meyer


They had a big scare in stage 2 when they managed to put the little Datsun with the big engine on it’s side in the water / mud splash. They lost about 20 minutes but still managed to finish 11th overall and 4th in Class W. 





The 2004 SAHRA Rally will take place on 30 October. The plan is to again run this event in the Paul Pietersburg area this year. The committee is hard at work gathering funds from sponsors. If you know of any sponsor or potential sponsor, or would like to contribute don’t hesitate to contact me or any other committee member.





Way forward


For those who will work long hours and sometimes throughout the night to ensure well prepared rally machines, good luck! We sometimes ask ourselves why the heck are we doing this to ourselves, but when you drop the clutch at the start of the first stage, you immediately know why….





The 2004 SAHRA Club committee members, enjoy the sport and are committed to contribute and improve the current level of rallying.





Have fun and enjoy the ride!





John Grover (0826948398)











TAKE NOTE





Performances not so good:


Callie van der Merwe and Gideon Trollip unfortunately got stuck in stage 3 with the mean Class W Nissan Exa. 


Guillaume Jordaan and Christoff Snyders in the yellow Class X Ford Escort Mk 1, had a good run but unfortunately hit a tree in the last stage when a front brake caliper broke off. They managed to get to the end but were time barred.


Etienne Malherbe and Hennie Botes in the Class X Datsun 160U SSS had a shaky start with 2 spins in stage 1. In stage 2 they were confronted with a dragging handbrake, an “off”, overheating problems and eventual retirement 1 kilometer from the end of stage 2 with engine damage.


Aldo Viljoen and Neels Carelsen in the immaculate Class Y Ford Anglia brought back memories in many hearts. It is nice to see the creative and new SAHRA machinery coming from the guys in Nelspruit. Their efforts unfortunately came to an end in stage 2 with front shock failure.


Bianca and Collin Cooper in the Class X Triumph TR7 also fell victim to stage 2. Interesting to see the change in driver and co-driver……





Some thoughts on the Middelburg Nissan Rally:


A well organized event with good competition and spectator value.


An event that created big expectation seeing that the John and Cherry Saunders’ Toyota was absent. 


A conservative and consistent approach produced the results.


In the end many happy and relieved expressions on the finishers faces.


Last word goes to the marshals. Thank you all very much for helping us to enjoy the sport we all love so much. Without you, we cannot put our efforts and skills to the test!








	





The only competitors from this result, still active today is Serge and Richard. 


Ian, Ben and Giovanni also amongst the competitors. 


Other interesting surnames we still see today: Hooper and Bielfeld. (Rallying surely runs in the family………)





�





1st





MARIUS VAN BILJON AND MARTIN VON WIELLIGH





UNCONDITIONAL SPORTSMANSHIP
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